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  VOLENTE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Travis County’s Oldest Fire Department 

Newsletter December 2008 
 

EMERGENCIES: CALL 9-1-1                CONTROLLED BURNS: 258-1114 
NON-EMERGENCY: 258-1114   15406 FM 2769, Volente, 78641        Web site:  vvfd.net 
Board Meetings: Second Monday at 7:00 P.M.    Fire Chief:  Walter Groman 
 
2008 Board of Directors      Members-at-Large  
Al Blunt, President             Jacque Potts, Secretary    Dorothy Wilhelm    Ann Anderson   Al Graci  
Walt Thompson, Vice Pres.       Jean Shull, Treasurer    Bob Mott     Jennifer Zufelt 

 
 
 
VVFD ELECTION FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS – NEW PROCEDURES 
 
Election for the VVFD Board of Directors will be at VVFD on Friday, January 30 from 4 to 7 P.M.  Ballots 
will be available at the Fire Department.  Members eligible to vote are property owners within the Volente 
Fire Department area or those persons registered to vote within that area.  Voters may be asked to show 
proof of Membership by providing either a recent property appraisal notice or tax bill from Travis County, 
showing VVFD Service Area address or current voter registration card or driver’s license with VVFD Service 
area address. 
 
Voting shall be by secret paper ballot.  Members unable to attend on January 30 may request a mail ballot 
by contacting Election Judge Dorothy Wilhelm at 8104 Joy Rd., Volente or dwilhelm@vvfd.net  or calling 
512 258-1530. 
 
Following the election, a short annual meeting of the Volente Fire Department will be held.  Purpose of this 
meeting will be to announce and introduce the new board members. 
 
 
 
CANDIDATES FOR VVFD BOARD: 
 
 
President:  Scott Spurlin My family and I have now lived in the Volente area for 15 years. Thanks to all of 
our wonderful and gracious neighbors we feel like old timers.  My wife Terry and I enjoy boating and sailing 
on Lake Travis with our family members, and especially our granddaughter.  For the last 25 years I have 
been involved with high technology sales and marketing, primarily with "start-up" companies.  This 
experience has taught me to wear many hats and I currently own my own company and work with several 
technology companies located in various parts of the globe.  We enjoy living in Volente and my commitment 
to the community, and the Volente Fire Department will be to help guide the capabilities of the VFD to 
efficiently serve the community while maintaining expenditures on or under the available budget.  It is 
important to equip our fire department to the best of our ability that will enable the fire fighters to protect 
property and save lives.  

Vice President:  Gary Potts graduated from U.T. with an engineering degree and has been building 
houses in the Austin area since 1983.  He organized the Spicewood at Bull Creek Homeowners Association 
and served as its president for 3 years.  He served on the board of directors of Northwest Travis County 
MUD #2 for 13 years; the last 10 years as president before becoming annexed by the City of Austin.  He 
has strong team building and organizational skills.  His leadership experience helped him accomplish the 
most difficult goals. 

mailto:dwilhelm@vvfd.net
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Secretary:  Jennifer Zufelt has have lived in Volente for eight years, moving here from Longview, Texas. 
She is originally from Ohio where she worked in the medical field and volunteered as an Emergency 
Medical Tech. After moving to Texas she continued in the medical field and eventually moved into an office 
administrator position. Jennifer is now the Village of Volente City Secretary and has been on the VVFD 
Board for two years. 
 
Treasurer: Jeannie Shull retired as a math teacher for Montgomery County Public Schools in Maryland. 
She was a VVFD Emergency Medical Technician for 6 years, serving as Assistant EMS Coordinator. She 
and her husband, Roger, have lived in Volente since 1995. Jeannie has been VVFD Treasurer since 1999. 
 
MEMBERS AT LARGE: 
 
Roger Marcum has lived in Volente for seventeen years, moving here from Lexington, Kentucky in 1991.  
He is an electrical engineer and recently retired after 40 years with IBM.  He and his wife, Maureen, enjoy 
boating on Lake Travis, hiking wherever they travel, and keeping up with their two German Shepherds.  He 
has 2 step children, one of whom, Preston Haun, volunteered for several years at the Volente Fire 
Department.  Roger states, “… Opportunity to give back to such a wonderful community especially in such a 
worthy endeavor as the VVFD Board of Directors.” 
 
Ann Anderson has been a Volente resident for over 17 years and is a retired office manager.  Currently 
Ann is an active member of VVFD Auxiliary, a Board member of First Lakeview Church, member of 
Anderson Mill Garden club and other volunteer organizations.  She enjoys gardening, landscaping, crafts 
and decorating.  Ann has served as a VVFD Board Member at Large for five years. 
 
Mike Vandenack has been a resident of Travis County for over thirty years with 12 of them in Volente. He 
is currently, and has been an active Firefighter for 10 of those years.   His occupation is that of a construction 
project manager / finish carpenter, and has done undergrad work in art. Mike was a VVFD board member in 
2005 and 2006. 
 
Robert Nelson has lived in Volente since 1981 with a short break out of the area.  He has been active in 
VVFD for 16 years.  Robert has been an Officer in VVFD on several levels, including Assistant Chief.  He is 
certified as an Advanced Firefighter and is most proud of having over 120 hours of Hazardous Materials 
Training.  Robert is self employed in the construction business and lives with daughter, Janell, age 14, on 
West Drive.  Robert is VVFD’s number one Fish Fry chef. 
 
David Gordon, a native Iowan, came to UT in 1977 to pursue a graduate degree in Clinical Psychology.  
After the MA degree he came to his senses and decided to pursue a much more fun and rewarding career 
in automotive repair.  Tower Automotive was established in 1981 and is still going strong at 9th and Lamar.  
In 1989 David and his future wife Lorraine moved to 15761 Booth Cr. where they have lived happily ever 
after.  In 2002 both of them joined the fire department as part of the Emergency Care Attendant (ECA) class 
and became medical first responders.  Last year David upgraded his medical credentials to EMT-B and 
currently runs medical calls at every opportunity.  David also was appointed to the steering committee 
for the Village in 2003, and spent four years on the Village Planning and Zoning Commission. He looks 
forward to serving the community as a member of the fire board. 
 
John Torres was born and raised in Corpus Christi, Texas.  While attending Richard King High School, he 
became an Explorer with the Corpus Christ Police Department, later taking a position as a reserve police 
officer.  John received his bachelor of arts degree in business from Austin Community College in 2000 and 
his MBA from the University of Texas at Austin in 2003.  He has been a small business owner of Color Tech 
and Auto Image for over ten years.  In 1999, John joined the Jollyville Volunteer Fire Department and served 
as a board member for the Jollyville Volunteer Department from 2001-2006.  John moved to Volente in 2008 
and joined the Volente Fire Department as a volunteer.  He and his wife Rebecca currently reside in Volente 
where they are raising their sons Jared, Caleb, and Noah.  
  



POTLUCK SUPPER on Friday, January 30, following the election of Board members for VVFD.  The 
Auxiliary will be sponsoring a potluck supper for Volente area residents.  All are invited to come, bring your 
best dish and enjoy good food, visit with old friends and meet some new.  Find out what is happening in 
Volente.  The Auxiliary will furnish paper goods, plasticware & drinks. 
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The election will conclude at 7 P.M. and the pot luck will start then.  
 
 
 
 
VVFD, VOV, VNA, ESD ?????  CONFUSED?  Dorothy Wilhelm, Editor 
 
ESD – ESD #14 – Travis County Emergency Services District #14 is charged with the responsibility of 
providing emergency services and fire protection within its boundaries.  Commissioners on the ESD Board 
are appointed by Travis County Commissioners.  The ESD has the authority and responsibility for the taxes 
and funds for the services they provide. 
 
VVFD – Volente Volunteer Fire Department – Volente Fire Department incorporated in 1961 as a non 
profit organization under IRS code 501(c)4,  VVFD contracts with ESD 14 for a large portion of the ESD 
area.  VVFD provides the fire and emergency services within this area on a reimbursement contract with the 
ESD.  VVFD is run by a Board of Directors elected by the membership in VVFD.  The Board of Directors 
exercise all authority of the Department in its operation and establishment of policies and procedures except 
as specifically delegated to the Officers of the Board or the Fire Chief by the Bylaws or by a specific 
resolution of the Board.  Currently VVFD has a paid part time Fire Chief and two paid fire fighters on duty 
24/7.  A large number of volunteers support this staff and volunteers continue to be a large part of VVFD. 
 
CPFD – Cedar Park Fire Department contracts with ESD 14 for a small portion of the ESD area – mainly 
the Twin Creeks & Bella Vista area. 
 
VFD Auxiliary – the Auxiliary – members of VVFD who may not be firefighters but who support VVFD by 
holding fund raisers, community events and generally supporting the goals and purposes of VVFD. 
 
VNA – Volente Neighborhood Association is a nonprofit organization that works with the entire 
community on issues of safety, the deep water pipeline and other citizen concerns. 
 
VOV – the Village - Village of Volente – is an incorporated village in a two square mile area within ESD 14 
and within VVFD.  The Village is run by a Mayor and City Council elected from within the Village. 
 
There has been some confusion about the relationship between the Village and VVFD.  They are not one 
and the same – and one is not run by the other.  Within many cities the fire department is run by the city, but 
in this case VVFD covers a larger area than the Village, was created long before the Village and is not run 
by the Village.  Some of the confusion comes from the fact that the Village office is in the building owned by 
VVFD and most meetings of the Village are held there. 
 
This is not to say that the Volente Fire Department, the Village of Volente and all the organizations in this 
area do not work very well and very closely with each other.  They certainly do work greatly together.  Many 
of the volunteers wear two or more hats – many are on boards of more than one organization. 
 
The Mayor of Volente, Jan Yenawine, is a good example.  Jan is a long time member of VVFD, a former 
Volunteer Fire Chief and continues to be one of the most active volunteer fire fighters. 
 
Meetings at Volente Volunteer Fire Station to which the public is invited: 
VVFD Board: Second Monday, 7:00PM VNA: First Tuesday, 7:00PM 
VVFD Auxiliary: Second Wednesday, 6:00PM   
(winter hours) 

VOV Council: Third Tuesday, 7:00PM 
ESD Commissioners:  Third Wednesday, 7:00 PM 



ISO- INSURANCE SERVICES OFFICE 
 
This past September, the Volente Fire Department completed an ISO review.  What does that mean to you 
as a resident?  Well first, ISO is an organization that evaluates fire protection in over 46,000 communities 
nationwide.   Most insurance carriers use these ratings to establish your insurance premium. 
 
We are pleased to let you know that Volente has been recommended to receive a lower rating of 8b. We 
are currently rated a 9/10. An example of potential saving for some of our residents:  those homes that have 
a wood or stucco exterior can achieve a reduction of up to 11 %.  An example of savings that a wood or 
stucco sided home insured for $ 250,000 can see is $225.00 annually. The Department hopes to be 
recommended for an even better rating during 2009. 
 
 
VVFD AUXILIARY NEWS 
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The annual pancake breakfast was held on 
Saturday, November 15th.  This year the Auxiliary 
netted $337 through ticket sales and donations.  
These funds will be used to purchase necessary 
items identified by the fire department.  Items 
purchased or partially funded for VVFD by the 
Auxiliary so far in 2008 include: a new phone 
system, a paging system for announcements, a 
new refrigerator, a television, additional chairs to 
match our new tables, and a storage building. 
 
Thanks to everyone who ate, volunteered, and 
made monetary donations.  And a special thanks 
to Norm Manley for bringing his oversized 
pancake griddle and to Starbucks (Four Points 
location) for donating the coffee. 
 
The Blood Center of Central Texas also 
participated in our annual event with the Volente 
community blood drive.  They parked their 
bloodmobile in front of the fire hall and a steady 
stream of scheduled donors and walk-ins kept 
them busy.  Thanks to all of our community 
donors, Volente residents donated 26 pints of 
precious blood.  This blood will be distributed to 
health care facilities in central Texas for children 
and adults who are living with cancer, having 
surgery, surviving a car accident, or recovering 
from other illnesses and injuries. 
 
CHECK YOUR CHIMNEY 
 
Do you burn wood in your fire place? Have you 
had your chimney cleaned by a professional 
chimney sweep or professionally inspected?  Stop 
by www.csia.org, the Chimney Safety Institute of 
America. They have a number of suggestions on 
their web site to help keep you and your family 
safer. 
 

 
RESERVE / BACKUP FIRE TRUCK 
 
The Department is pleased to announce that the 
ESD has purchased a used engine to back up our 
current engine that we have been operating for 
the past 4 years.  This engine will allow us to have 
better back up coverage for routine as well as 
unplanned maintenance situations.   
 
In addition, we will have the ability to draft water 
from the lake to fill tankers, potentially shortening 
the travel time to deliver water to the fire.  Since 
our district does not have any fire hydrants, we 
must bring all of our water to the scene.  This is 
done with tanker trucks. This engine can also help 
us with the relaying of water to fire scenes that 
are located remotely from the roads.  We hope to 
have this engine in service by the end of 
December. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SMOKE DETECTORS 
 
 
Have you checked your smoke detector lately?  
Everyone is encouraged to change your batteries 
at least annually.  Also it is recommended to 
replace your smoke detector every ten years.  
Check this link from the CSPC for additional 
information. 
www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/pubs/5077.html.   If you 
need a smoke detector or need help replacing 
your smoke detector, email us at:  
smokedetector@vvfd.net  and the fire fighter’s will 
be happy to help you out.  We have a limited 
supply of smoke detectors available. 
 

http://www.csia.org/
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/pubs/5077.html
mailto:smokedetector@vvfd.net
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Volente Voice 
A Joint Newsletter between the Volente Neighborhood Association (VNA) & the 

Volente Volunteer Fire Department (VVFD) 
  December 2008 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR VNA PRESIDENT 

As we approach the Holiday Season it causes all of us to reflect on all that has happened in this 
past year.  We are probably doing this even more this year due to the absolute uncertainty of the 
economy of the U.S., and certainly the economy of central Texas.  We are seeing the impact of 
these times in the Volente area with VJ’s shutting its doors and the volume of tourists and fun 
seekers on the lake dropping substantially.  This is a time to pull together and to provide support to 
one another as good neighbors always do.  The VNA has and will continue to work closely with the 
Volente Volunteer Fire Department, with whom we now share this newsletter, and with the Village 
of Volente, with whom we have worked closely through the last two years on the Deep Water 
Intake, pumping station and pipeline issue.  On a more mundane note, we are hoping that these 
three entities will shortly be teaming together to install a new, shared, lighted bulletin board for all 
residents to use.  
 
The issue of the pumping station and deep water intake seems to go in waves.  Activity is 
increasing as we speak with two meetings planned in early December, one for input to the VOV 
Council by the residents, and a second major milestone meeting where our Council meets with 
council members from the other three cities.   See Judy Graci’s report in the newsletter on this 
issue.   
 
I also wanted to mention that I have been selected to serve on the Citizen’s Advisory Committee 
for the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve. This federally designated and locally managed wildlife 
preserve is unique in the country and is something that Austin and Travis County should be very 
proud of.  If any of you have any questions or issues regarding the BCP, please contact me and I 
will carry them forward. 
 
Finally, let me plead with all of you for two things.  First, we need your membership in the VNA.  
For only fifteen dollars a year you can ensure that our association stays actively involved in all 
issues that have an impact our this area, that we will arrange meetings and publish newsletters in 
order to keep all of you informed and aware, and it allows us take on projects such as the small 
park at the corner next to VJ’s, and the lighted bulletin board that I mentioned above.  Each of 
these things requires funding to make happen. The more of you that join the VNA, the more 
resources we will have to act on your behalf to do work in this area. Finally, we have a small group 
of dedicated people serving on our board of directors.  I owe a big thanks to each and every one 
for the work that they are doing. But we would like a larger board so that we could do even more.  
Please contact me at 512-917-5188 if you have an interest. The time commitment is small but the 
impact on the community is large.   
 
See you at the Fire Hall. Remember that our monthly VNA board meetings are the first Tuesday of 
each month at 7:00 pm.  Guests are welcome. 
 
~ Ken Beck, President ~ Volente Neighborhood Association  
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CEDAR PARK, ROUND ROCK AND LEANDER INTAKE FACILITY AND PIPELINE THROUGH 

VOLENTE UPDATE 
 

 
Your efforts and membership to DELTA have made a huge difference!  Over 65 letters asking for contested 
case hearings/public meetings were received by TCEQ on Leander’s increased water right permit.  The 
Project needs this permit for their funding.  The momentum has changed!  These changes took time and 
money.  DELTA needs your help.  In addition to VNA, please join DELTA!  www.draininglaketravis.org  
 
The joint meeting of the Village of Volente Council and the elected officials of the BCRUA Cities took place 
December 10.  The three cities answers fell into three categories: it’s too preliminary, we won’t do anything 
to you that we wouldn’t do to our own residents, and we’ll send you that information. 
 
The most interesting offer from the elected officials was for an independent engineering peer review of the 
project if the Village shared in the cost.  Why have these three cities allowed this new water utility to 
proceed with a $450M project without any independent oversight?  
 
BCRUA Vice-President and Cedar Park Councilmember Mitch Fuller actually said, “Why would we need a 
second source of water?”  Then Cedar Park Mayor Lemon quickly chimed in “LCRA has guaranteed us that 
we'll have water”.  Those statements received the biggest (and only) audience laugh of the night.  These are 
their decision makers. 
 
Leander Mayor Cowman’s only comment was that Leander had an A+ bond rating.  The Texas Water 
Development Board required Leander to have a one-year reserve fund.  Is that required from cities with A+ 
ratings? 
 
Many thanks to our Mayor and Council for being the strong voice of the Volente residents.  

 
 

~ Judy Graci, Membership ~ Volente Neighborhood Association 
 
 

ADDITIONAL THOUGHTS ON THE BCRUA DEEP WATER INTAKE PROJECT 
 
PROPOSED:   To date this is an engineering design proposal for an intake site on the Gross’ property in the 
Village of Volente.  Commissioned by BCRUA and presented to them and our village to improve the design 
concept.  To date it has not been presented to the citizens of Leander, Cedar Park, or Round Rock (Tri-
Cities) who will ultimately be paying for the project in hopes of the repayment by new taxpayers/water users 
based on overly optimistic calculations of future growth. 
UNNECESSARY:  Given the current real estate downturn that historically have lasted a minimum of five 
years (without a recession/depression), the need for aggressive population growth planning is questionable.  
The current Sandy Creek site for Cedar Park Intake will supply water to within 20 feet of the new site’s 
proposed depth and below that the water quality is questionable. 
COST EFFECTIVE:  Volente was picked as the best site for this project solely on the basis that it was the 
most cost effective due to minimum site preparation and nearness to the current Cedar Park Treatment 
Facility.  Teaming with Austin’s Oasis site was deemed more expensive.  What if we were no longer the 
cheapest alternative? 
 
VARIANCES:  BCRUA will need variances to the Village’s building codes, zoning, planning ordinances, and 
other restrictive covenants which were designed for the residential  (and not commercial) community that 
we are.  The Village Council will have to vote, on our behalf, to grant these variances to our ordinances 
against our collective stated wills. 

http://www.draininglaketravis.org/
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DEMANDS:  In order to placate the citizens of Volente, the BCRUA will have to offer incentives that will 
offset the pain and suffering a project of this magnitude will inflict on a small bedroom community like ours, 
not to mention the impact to the overall environment all Central Texans enjoy. 
WHAT’S IN IT FOR US:  In order make this a FOUR city project with Volente enduring all of the before, 
during, and after construction agony, we need plenty in return.  When the BCRUA engineers finish 
dollarizing these demands, it may be cheaper to get the aquifer water that many sources have offered to 
them. 
 
WHAT WOULD OFFSET THE MANY NEGATIVES OF THIS PROJECT? 

1. Free water taps piped to all existing homes in and around the Village proper with future expansion 
through access to a main pipeline. 

2. Fire hydrants piped to areas of current and future Village growth. 

3. Payments from an unquestionable use bond set aside prior to construction for: 

A. Structural damage to any building for any reason occurring during the construction 
phase. 

B. Sound, dust, clutter, traffic congestion, blasting psychosis, temporary relocation of those 
directly affected by construction activities, and any perceived health damage caused by 
2-5 years of intrusive commercial construction activities. 

C. Damage to underground structures such as blast cracking of well casings, pipes, 
footings, etc. 

D. Loss of salability of real estate and diminished property values resulting from this project 
before, during and after completion. 

E. Legal cost redemption fund to offset identified personal or isolated situational relief 
related to this project. 

4. Repair and repay for all infrastructure damage to roads, culverts, bridges, drainage piping, 
signage, cross walks, utility structures, and power outages that create a loss of goods and 
services. 

5. Rebuild all streets and connecting roads to TxDOT Standards (that include bicycle lanes) within 
the Village and outside the Village to our main thoroughfares—Lime Creek Road to FM 1431 and 
FM 2769 to US 620. 

6. Give the Volente Village Council, planning and zoning committee, and city attorney 
the approval or disapproval final say of current design plans and future design 
changes. 

 
GOOD IDEA:  What may have appeared to be a good idea when engineers are thinking of just 
moving dirt and people out of the way (like the Chinese do), may seem to be a bad idea when 
factoring in the costs and needs of the FOURTH city.  Would the citizens of the Tri-Cities truly believe 
that an unnecessary, expensive, intrusive, destructive, legal nightmare of a proposed project like this 
one deserved a “yes” vote if placed in front of them?  The citizens of the FOURTH city already know 
better! 

 
~ John Schlotzhauer, Business & Development ~ Volente Neighborhood Association 



 
 

FEELING OUT OF THE VOLENTE LOOP? 
 

Want to know more about what’s happening in the Volente area?  To receive updates on local news and 
events via email subscribe to the Volente Neighborhood Association / Volente Fire Department distribution 
list.  Send an email to news@volente.org with the word SUBSCRIBE in the subject line or go to 
www.volente.org and follow the directions there.   
If you have subscribed in the past but have not been receiving regular messages from “Volente e-News”, 
your spam filter may be at fault. Add these two addresses to your always-allow list: news@volente.org and 
news@volente.ccsend.com.    
    
~ Lonnie Moore, Secretary ~VVFD Auxiliary 
 
 

 
ROADWAYS & SAFETY 

 
Preparations Underway for City of Austin Water Treatment Plant 4 Site Development - Improvements also 
are planned for Bullick Hollow Road to accommodate construction traffic and the future operational traffic to 
the facilities. The City of Austin is coordinating with Travis County to identify road improvements and 
construction traffic routing requirements. It is expected that road improvements will be made in late 2009. 
The public will be notified in advance of the road construction. 
 
~ Ryan Janda, Roadways & Safety ~ Volente Neighborhood Association 
 
 
 

!!!! SLOW DOWN !!!! 
 

 

One of the greatest things about living in the Volente area is the beautiful Balcones 
Wildlife Preserve that surrounds us.  As its name states we would expect an 
abundance of wildlife to call it home.  It really saddens me on my drives to and from 
work to see all the critters that have lost their lives throughout the day on the side of 
the road.  While some of these accidents are inevitable others could have been 
prevented by driving slower, driving undistracted, driving with your high beams on at 
night, and simply having a greater awareness.   
 
Remember we share this planet – it’s not ours for the taking!!! 

 
 
 

SAFE HAVEN 
 

Four years ago the VNA adopted Safe Haven, a local 24 hour a day low demand shelter for persons who 
are homeless and are living with symptoms of a mental illness. The goal of Safe Haven is to ensure a safe 
and accepting living environment, while providing qualified staff to establish a trusting relationship, and to 
guide each resident to review the choices in their lives.  Safe Haven offers sixteen beds and eight semi-
private rooms, three meals a day, and laundry facilities to all of their residents.  It also provides a place for 
residents to heal and prepare for re-entry into society.  Safe Haven is in need of the following items:  
sneakers for both men and women, warm jackets for both men and women, underwear for men, SOCKS, 
and easy reading books.  If you have any of the items listed above and are willing to donate them 
please drop them off at the Fire Hall in the white basket marked “Safe Haven”.  We will make sure 
they get delivered to Safe Haven.   
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WANT TO GET INVOLVED? 

 
We have several posts to be filled on the VNA Board.  The VNA Board meets once a month on the first 
Tuesday of every month at 7:00pm at the Volente Fire Station.  Please consider volunteering as a member 
of the VNA Board.  Because of all the new growth expected and all of the exciting changes coming in 2009, 
we encourage you to be a vital part of serving your community.  If you are interested in joining the VNA 
Board please contact either of the following board members: 
  

* Ken Beck, President Ph.  331-0298 
* Al Blunt, Vice President Ph.  336-1260 

 
 

VNA BOARD CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

The contact information for the 2008 VNA Board officers and members along with their respective areas of 
responsibility can be found below: 
 

* Ken Beck, President Ph.  331-0298 
* Al Blunt, Vice President Ph.  336-1260 
* Connie Curtiss, Secretary Ph.  258-7646 
* Anthony DeMichielli, Treasurer Ph.  250-1857 
* Judy Graci, Membership Ph.  257-8626 
* Jessica Janda, Newsletter & Community Relations Ph.  577-1148 
* Al Graci, Lake Travis Ph.  257-8626 
* John Schlotzhauer, Business & Development Ph.  258-8136 
* Ryan Janda, Roadways & Safety Ph.  789-0260 
 

Feel free to contact any of the VNA Board Members with your thoughts and suggestions as many people in 
the community have already done.  Questions, comments or concerns can also be directed to the VNA 
board e-mail inbox at: vnafeedback@gmail.com.  This email address is a convenient way of letting us 
know your thoughts.  If you would prefer, write your comments on the feedback form provided at the end of 
this newsletter and mail or drop it off to the Fire Department.  The Board invites you to attend our monthly 
meetings, held on the first Tuesday of each month, 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Hall.  Our meetings are open to 
the public.  Feel free to come share your thoughts and TELL US what we can do to help.  Our role is to 
serve our community and all of you who live here. 

 
 

VNA MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 
Interested in joining the Volente Neighborhood Association?  Benefits include an annual dinner, a 
quarterly newsletter, monthly board meetings, and a great opportunity to be involved in community issues 
that affect us all.  The annual membership fee is $15 per household / $30 per business.  Please make 
checks payable to the Volente Neighborhood Association and send your contact information (including your 
mailing and email addresses) and payment to the following address: 
 

Volente Neighborhood Association (Attention: Membership) 
15406 FM 2769  
Volente, Texas 78641 

 
~ Jessica Janda ~ Newsletter & Community Relations ~ Volente Neighborhood Association 
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VOLENTE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT & VOLENTE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2008 

 
INSIDE: NOTICE OF VVFD ELECTION FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
  POTLUCK SUPPER  
  DEEP WATER PIPELINE 
  VNA NEWS 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER:  January 30, Friday – vote for VVFD Board – 4 to 7 P.M. 
      7:00 P.M. counting of votes & general VVFD meeting 
      7:00 P.M. Potluck Supper sponsored by VVFD Auxiliary 
      
      
     April 25, Saturday, VVFD Annual Fish Fry 
 

 
 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM VVFD & VNA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Volente Volunteer Fire Department Non Profit Org. 
15406 FM 2769 US Postage Paid 
Volente, TX  78641 Leander, TX  78641 
 PERMIT 24 
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Rural Route 3 Box holder 
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